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Chapter 8

The Myth of Ableism: The Representation
of the Grotesque and the Disability
in The Mahabharata

Prasaja VP

Accelerated by disability activism and disability rights movement,
disability studies as an exclusive field emerges towards the second halfof
the twentieth century. It is challenging to comprehend the complex theory
as it calls into question a set of discourses and institutional practices. It is
a transdisciplinary area of study which focuses its attention into the social,
economic, cultural and political conditions of those who are secluded and
labelled as disabled. The discourse of cultural isability is chiefly
preoccupied with the most disadvantaged and disempowered group who
are physically, mentally, intellectually, and spiritually incapacitated, and
are denying the basic rights to pursue a dignified life. This emerging arena
of academics represents and defines the stigmatized identities with a view
to address and acknowledges issues concerning social justice.

The upsurge of the new theory is facilitated by the advancement
of theoretical movements like post colonialism, feminism, and queer.
Disability studies also intersect other schools of thought, as the focus of
concern of these discourses is body and its embodiment. Foucault’s
groundbreaking analysis of ‘biopower’ and ‘the subject” have provided the
analytical tool to fathom the disability discourse. The modern disability
theorists renounce the belief of curing the impairment through medication
and treatment. Instead they enunciate the need fo
society to eliminate all blind beliefs and barriers.
conceptual change from a medical orientation
perspective.

r the restructuring of
Thus the theory has a
0 a socio-political
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